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a category 2 reaction is needed for human
consumption. The reference cited by the
Commission, contains a proposal to increase this
threshold to 30 mg.alpha.-LA/kg. This proposal
was rejected in the discussion in Bailleul-Le-Petit.
Bailleul-Le-Petit was prompted by a request for
Authorisation at Community level from a European
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brewer who was following the traditional method
of Dierickx of verifying the 1.5% lactic acid
content of raw material used for the brewing
process. In this case a reduction of 0.5 mg.alpha.-
LA/kg was envisaged. This reduction was rejected
in the discussion, leading to a reference limit of 20
mg.alpha.-LA/kg. In view of the fact that a higher
value of 20 mg.alpha.-LA/kg would have created an
enormous cost burden for the brewer, it was
proposed to replace the legislation with a sample
testing strategy which was believed to be of the
same reliability as the EEC lactic acid test. In this
case, the brewer is entitled to a refund of the
sample cost if the content of lactic acid is below 10
mg.alpha.-LA/kg. This strategy has major
drawbacks. Firstly, it requires the brewer to carry
out tests on a large number of samples. The
potential cost is clearly considerable. To clarify the
situation, the Commission has requested the
Member States to provide financial support for
this strategy, which is estimated to cost about
ECU 300,000. However, because of the unique
nature of beer production, the brewing process
and its products, a programme has been prepared
which sets out to use a completely different
approach to that proposed for beer. With regard to



apple juice, the Commission has decided
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