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and other such. 770 F.Supp. 339 (1991) Zohra SHEIKH, Plaintiff, v. CONSOLIDATED RAIL
CORPORATION, a Delaware corporation, and Amtrak, a corporation, Defendants. No. 90 C 3064.
United States District Court, N.D. Illinois, E.D. September 17, 1991. *340 Gregory Thomas Olson,
Kroncke & Rittenberg, Chicago, Ill., for plaintiff. Frederick J. Artwick, Jr., Michael A. Pollard,
Andreen & Artwick, Chicago, Ill., for defendant Amtrak. ORDER BUA, District Judge. Plaintiff Zohra
Sheikh brought this suit against Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) and Amtrak. Plaintiff
alleges Conrail violated the Federal Employers' Liability Act (FELA), 45 U.S.C. §§ 51-60, when it
failed to provide her with a safe workplace during an on-the-job injury that prevented her from
performing her duties. Additionally, she contends Amtrak is liable because Amtrak owns Conrail and
failed to remove the unsafe conditions. Conrail and Amtrak have filed motions to dismiss. In her
second amended complaint, plaintiff states that her employer, Conrail, was owned by Amtrak.
Amtrak maintains that Conrail is a separate corporate entity; therefore, Amtrak and Conrail cannot
be considered to be jointly-owned as required by the statute of limitations, 45 U.S.C. § 56. Conrail
further maintains that because plaintiff filed suit against the wrong defendants, the court should
invoke the doctrine of forum non conveniens in order to dismiss this lawsuit. Amtrak also moves for
dismissal, claiming the Eleventh Amendment immunity of the United States bars this suit against it.
1. Conrail's Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff filed suit on September 3, 1990; therefore, under § 56 of
FELA, plaintiff's action must have been "commenced within three years from the day the cause of
action accrued." Nevertheless, § 56 is procedural and creates no substantive rights, e.g., Baker v.
National R.R. Passenger Corp., 489 U.S
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