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What is PDF?Tory aides vow to hold on to top aides who resisted privatization 07/30/12 Tory aides vow to
hold on to top aides who resisted privatization EDMONTON - Conservative government aides pledged
today to hollow out the political staff of the Edmonton-West minister who supposedly thwarted the
proposed $2 billion Canadian Wheat Board privatization. Minister Doug Griffiths’ minister’s office
complained this week that Ottawa has failed to agree to the salaries for five top aides. The aides are
Gloria Ng, the minister’s chief of staff, the director of policy, the director of communications and the
chief operating officer, Minister Griffiths’ spokesperson, Cameron Cronk said. Ng, the minister’s chief of
staff, who rejected the salary offer of $175,000 a year, is the former deputy minister of resource policy.
Cronk said the five "critically important" employees are worth more than $1 million a year. "The five key
people who you refer to are not retained by the government," Cronk said in an interview this morning.
"They are reportedly not going to be employed by the government and they are reportedly not going to
come back in the new year." Cronk said the Conservative government does not want to acquire the skills
of these members of Griffith’s staff. "They are highly-paid public servants whose expertise and skills
would be of great benefit to the government of Canada. The government does not want to take them on,
so they are not going to be taken on." Griffiths, who is in the middle of a $3.5 million re-election
campaign, did not have any comment on the issue. His minister’s office issued a statement thanking Ng
for her "commitment and service." Griffiths has long insisted the Canadian Wheat Board should be privat
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