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improve the way we buy and sell. In this post, I explore the use of the blockchain as a mechanism to understand the economic value of e-books, and
how this could be leveraged to create better book recommendations. The rise of self-publishing In the past few years, the popularity of self-
publishing has grown at an astonishing rate. The number of self-published authors on Amazon’s Kindle bookshelf has risen from 8.9 million in 2009
to 11.2 million in 2015. In addition, the total number of books published on Amazon rose by more than 60%, from 1.7 million in 2011 to 2.5 million
in 2015. Obviously, not all of the self-published books are of high quality, but the phenomenon is a very real one. I’ve noticed a tremendous growth
in the number of books I find on my Kindle app, and the majority of those are self-published. Given the rise of self-publishing, there is an
opportunity for publishers to use the blockchain to solve the problem of discovering great books. Prior to the blockchain, the process of
recommending books to readers usually involved sending out a mailing list of books that people had bought recently, or asking each reader
individually what book they thought they’d like to read next. The problem with this is that people respond to different books in different ways. Some
people choose books based on the reviews, while others choose based on their intuition or excitement. To truly recommend books that will provide
the highest value to readers, we need to understand the factors that influence reader choices. With the advent of the blockchain, we have a fairly
new technology, one that can collect the data required to create a more accurate reader recommendation system. The idea The idea of using the
blockchain to create a reader recommendation system is fairly simple. Publishers should upload their books to a blockchain, and readers should
download the app to access the books. To improve the reader recommendation experience, the app can perform automatic checks on the
blockchain. For example
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