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to Start Showing Game
Broadcasts On Cable TV
Channels Media giant ESPN is
entering the U.S. cable
television market with an
English-language sports
network devoted to showing
game broadcasts from the
major professional and college
sports leagues. ESPN has been
running a cable channel for
college sports since 1975. That
service is called ESPN2, which
is one of the ESPN channels
available to cable subscribers in
the United States. The game



broadcast channel that is
becoming the centerpiece of
ESPN’s domestic strategy is
called ESPNews, a news-
oriented channel showing game
broadcasts that is carried in
about half of the United States
on dozens of cable channels.
ESPN’s decisions to enter the
international cable TV market
and enter the domestic market
in a big way mark an
intensification of the sports and
news coverage that the
company’s president John
Skipper has said is the



company’s mission. A core
mission that ESPN shares with
all of the cable networks it is
struggling to beat in the cable
sports market. During its entry
into the U.S. market, ESPN will
also be acquiring some of the
existing sports and news
networks that are being sold off
to cable and satellite operators.
ESPN has already acquired the
E! and G4 cable channels from
NBCUniversal. ESPN’s
acquisition of E! and G4 is part
of a wider effort that the
company has been making to



move from high-priced, non-
subscriber-based channels to a
model that relies on younger
viewers who are more likely to
pay for cable TV. ESPN2 has
the vast majority of viewers
between the ages of 12 and 24
years old. The network had an
average of 3.2 million
primetime viewers in primetime
last year. ESPN has also made a
play to compete with ESPN2 in
daytime programming.
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