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This is an incredible Cricket
game with all the famous

real players and real
stadiums. In this way you

can even simulate the
magic of real cricket! If you
like to play cricket, this is

an excellent download
game! There's no doubt
Ashes Cricket 2009 is a
worthy addition to the

latest Sony console lineup,
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though the consumer
game group's emphasis on
online modes results in a

problematic version of the
sport. As with most online-

enabled titles, the real-
time multiplay is a mixed
bag: while it's simple to

access and play, setting up
matches to your liking is a
bit of a headache. Players
must register before being
allowed to join, and they're

met with a login screen
where they must input
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their log-in details. If you
have any sort of mobile
broadband connection

you'll be good to go, but if
you're reliant on a dial-up

or payphone, then we
recommend using the Sony

Wi-Fi Connection or the
PlayStation 2's autodial
server, which is free for

registered users. Unlike Wi-
Fi Connection, the autodial
isn't compatible with the
PlayStation 3's wireless
LAN adapter, so if you
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have that option, you'll
have to rely on PlayStation
2's wired LAN or connect to
the Internet via a modem.
Once you're logged in, the

PlayStation 2's game
session data is cached, so
even if you do lose your

connection or your
PlayStation 2 switches to

sleep mode, you should be
able to join games easily.

The fantastic cricket
commentator who serves

as the game's narrator
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Brian Lara is a well-known
and popular figure in the

real-life game, but he
sounds flat and unrealistic.
Lara also spends too much
time reading a script that's

provided to him, and he
says some painfully bad

lines, like "Oh my God, I'm
so tired my lips are so dry"

when he gets a big six.
Thankfully the voice acting

of the commentators —
Steve Waugh, Michael

Slater, Shane Warne, and
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Andy Roberts — are much
better. They deliver their

lines more naturally,
though there's no filter, so
if you're not a cricket fan
you'll hear a lot of curse

words. In real life
Australian commentator

Ray Robinson and
England's John Fleming

present the majority of the
commentary, and they

offer a fine combination of
on-field banter and

updates on the action.
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