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story-2016-720p-1gb-bluray/ Â·The Matildas have been left to rue
the departure of a player who could be named captain at this

year's World Cup. Stefani Erceg made a world-class play at last
year's tournament, scoring an injury-time equaliser against

England in the decider to clinch an epic 3-3 draw. But a groin
injury is now forcing her to miss the national side's second game
of the year against Ecuador in Sydney on Saturday. Like almost

every player in the Matildas camp, Erceg said it was a tragedy to
see her body break down just as last year's World Cup began. The
injury has taken a toll on Erceg's body, leaving her scarred by the
pain in a bid to get back in the game. "You know what? You take
nothing for granted in football and I've had to learn that the hard

way," Erceg told Fairfax Media. "It's been a bit of a learning
experience and I think I did learn a lot from it. I think the fact that
I come from humble beginnings and that I'm still playing today -
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it's testament to how hard I work and how much I've learnt from
experience. "If I wasn't playing at this level, I would have just

given up, but I couldn't do that." The 33-year-old, one of the few
players left from the team that won the world title in 2017, is

already missing her first match of 2019. Despite the pain, Erceg,
whose other main injury is a nagging back problem, said the

fitness issues with her body won't stop her. "It's just something
that we have to just keep on going to work every day and

continue to train because you never know when you're going to
get your chance again," she said. c6a93da74d
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