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Page Silver back for ex-Premier League star Norwich City will face an old friend in their FA Cup quarter-
final at Premier League Arsenal on Saturday, after Manchester City midfielder Micah Richards decided
to return to his native north-east. The 27-year-old, who was born in Drogheda and starred for Norwich

as they reached the Football League in 2000, had been on Norwich’s books since signing from
Manchester City in 2006. But he made just one League appearance after initially joining City and went

on to make a return to the top flight with the Canaries in 2010. With City having been named in the
quarter-finals, Richards has returned to live in his home town, although he is struggling to decide

whether to sign for another Premier League club, or return to non-league football. Richards, who is
managed by former City defender Nigel Winterburn, told North East Newspaper Group: “To be honest,
I’m not sure what’s going to happen. “I’m trying to have a look at the leagues around the country. In

the north-east, I’m mainly looking at clubs that come out of the Conference, but with my name, it’s one
of the big Conference clubs that might be interested. “But I’m enjoying being home, and if Norwich
want me back I’m happy to come back and play for the club.” Richards, who scored 27 goals in 106

appearances for the Canaries, admits the lack of a contract is “disappointing”. He added: “It’s no good.
You come out of that league and it’s another seven years before you get a contract. “The

Championship is, in my opinion, the strongest league in the world. It doesn’t matter what the Premier
League is like because that’s the top-level, I’m talking about the lower-level. “There are some good
teams playing in the Championship, and not only that but there is no financial sacrifice involved in

League One and Two. “When I was playing in the Premier League, I was thinking ‘am I going to get a
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